
TIP Amendments and Modifications for the 12-17 TIP 

 
The TIP is subject to revision, either administratively by staff or, when policy amendments 
are concerned, by the DRCOG Board of Directors.  Revisions reflect project changes that 
may affect the TIP’s programming.  Two levels of revisions can be made to the TIP –
policy amendments and administrative modifications. 
 
1. Policy Amendments 
 
Policy amendments are those that: 

• add a new project that would affect the air quality conformity analysis; 
• delete or significantly change a regionally significant project feature of an existing 

project (for example, change the project termini); 
• delete a regionally significant project or defer it from the first four years of the TIP; 
• change a regionally significant project’s funding by more than $4 million in the first 

four years of the TIP;  
• could potentially be inconsistent with Metro Vision;  
• change funding for any pool total by more than $4 million over the first four years of 

the TIP (unless the revision is the result of pool reconciliation); or 
• add an individually listed new project that does not affect the air quality conformity 

analysis costing more than $4 million in the first four years of the TIP. 
 
Amendments requiring a new conformity finding are considered major policy 
amendments.  These involve any changes to the 2015 staging network in the fiscally 
constrained 2035 Metro Vision RTP, such as: 

• changing the number of through-lanes shown on the network; 
• adding or deleting road segments including interchange ramps; or 
• adding or deleting rapid transit segments or stations. 
 
2. Administrative Modifications 
 
Administrative modifications include all amendments other than policy amendments.  
These modifications usually involve: 

• shifting funds between years for an individual project or for projects within pools; 
• moving project staging between years without affecting the scope of the project, 

affecting its expected completion within the first four years of the TIP, or affecting the 
2015 staging; 

• changing the federal/state/RTD funding source;  
• changing the designated responsible agency with the original sponsor’s approval; 
• changing project funding in the first four TIP years for a regionally significant project, 

up to a maximum change of $4 million federal or state; 
• changing the program allocation to the pools by less than $4 million over the first 

four years of the TIP; 



• adding new projects from unallocated money in the CDOT surface treatment pool; 
• adding new bridge replacement or rehabilitation projects with bridge funds; 
• adding new safety projects with safety funds, including the hazard elimination 

program, rail-highway crossing safety, and safe routes to school; 
• adding rural/small urban, elderly and disabled, Jobs Access/Reverse Commute 

(JARC), and New Freedoms transit projects; 
• adding congressionally or federally approved discretionary or earmarked projects 

that do not affect air quality conformity; or 
• adjusting and/or adding non-regionally significant items of a scope. 

 
As stated in Section III.A.6, there is an expectation that DRCOG-selected projects will be 
implemented with the scope defined in the funding request application.  Sometimes 
sponsors desire to revise the scope within the same federal budget.  In circumstances 
when these revisions affect project elements that were used to score the project (in the 
TIP process), sponsors must submit an analysis to DRCOG staff showing that the 
“revised” project would have scored approximately the same number of points as the 
project originally submitted.  If the sponsor’s analysis demonstrates that, DRCOG staff 
will process the request as an administrative modification; otherwise it is treated as a 
policy amendment.  In circumstances when the revisions are to add items to scope 
(within the current federal budget), as long as the request is a meaningful addition to the 
project and the cost is modest (in comparison to the overall budget), DRCOG staff will 
concur with the request and may (if necessary) process the request as an administrative 
modification.  DRCOG reserves the right to consult with CDOT or RTD staff to review if 
the additional scope items will negatively impact the timeline or any other aspects of the 
project.  In either instance, if the proposed revisions affect air quality conformity, they will 
be treated as major policy amendments. 
 
3. Processing of Revisions 
 
Major policy amendments to require revision of air quality conformity will only be accepted 
twice a year, concurrent with the Metro Vision Plan Assessment process (typically 
commenced in January and June).  Major policy amendments are subject to formal public 
hearings by the DRCOG Board prior to Transportation Advisory Committee and Regional 
Transportation Committee recommendation and Board adoption. 
 
Other policy amendments will typically be processed quarterly, and must be submitted by 
January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1 of each year.  If the project is funded with 
DRCOG-selected funding, a prerequisite for policy action is a project status update.  
Policy amendments will be recommended by the Transportation Advisory Committee and 
Regional Transportation Committee for DRCOG Board consideration and action.  Formal 
public hearings will not typically be held.  Public notification of the actions will be posted 
on the DRCOG website and input will be accepted during the public comment period of 
any of the committee or Board meetings considering the amendments.  
 
Administrative modifications submitted to DRCOG by the first working day of each month 
will typically be processed by the fifteenth working day of that month, provided they are 



complete.  Processing may be delayed if additional information is required.  These are 
typically submitted by the CDOT regions, and processed by DRCOG staff.  Administrative 
modifications do not require committee review or approval. 
 
DRCOG staff will process TIP revisions by: 

• entering the requested amendments and modifications into the TIP project database; 
• notifying CDOT of amendments and modifications for inclusion in the STIP; and 
• sending a monthly summary of amendments and modifications to the TIP notification list. 
 
If a sponsor submits a TIP revision and DRCOG staff denies it, the sponsor may appeal 
DRCOG staff’s decision to the Board of Directors.  To do so, the sponsor shall have its 
DRCOG Board representative transmit a letter to the DRCOG Board Chair and DRCOG’s 
Executive Director requesting its appeal to be put on a future Board agenda.  The letter 
shall identify the specifics of the appeal and the sponsor’s justification. 
 


